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Summer Stories 
Trite and True 

Next weekend the Dog Days of Summer begin. They're traditionally the hottest of the year, and News Departments usual- 
ly cover a few traditional seasonal stories. PD's on the other hand, rack their brains for promotional ideas. Somewhere right 
now there's probably an overworked PD trying to figure out how to get some TV time or ink by frying eggs on a sidewalk, 
perhaps even 98 or 102 of 'em to match the station's frequency. Some other programmer is saying to his boss, Hey! How 'bout a 
big Fried Egg Look -Alike Wet T-Shirt Contest! Know any yolk jokes? 

We newspeople are of course less frivolous. We have our standard Hot Days news stories which may be trite also, but they 
serve a need. How much electrical power is the town consuming because of air conditioning? At the present level of expansion 
(or non -expansion) of power generating facilities, how long before there'll be more demand than supply? The same set of ques- 
tions applies to the local water supply; in a few towns the supplies are diminishing steadily. 

Pets left in cars don't fry like promotional eggs; they just pathetically die. Stories reminding people to consider their pets' 
hot -weather needs are helpful. The County Agricultural Agent is a good man to check in with this time of year, too, because he 
may know of any outbreaks of insects now occurring or about to occur. He'll also know what to do about them. 

Seasonal features may not be lead story material, but they're a legitimate part of a News Department's overall service. 

"Modern" Weapons in WWI 
MONDAY, JUNE 28 - The heir to a European throne was assassinated 68 years ago today, touching off World 

War I. John Slonaker of the U.S. Army Military History Research Institute (how'd you like to be the switchboard operator 
there and have to say that each time?) says the "modern" weapons of the First World War included "barbed wire, the tank, 
chemical agents, the airplane and the machine gun." 

The first peaceful use of atomic energy -a power -generating station - was 26 years ago today in 1956 (eleven years after 
The Bomb). The Air Force Academy ended the military service schools' men -only policy by admitting the first women in 1976. 

Gilda Radner is 36. Total eclipse of full moon a week from tonight. 

First Female Barrister 
TUESDAY, JUNE 29 - The first woman to graduate from an American law school, Ada Kepley, did it all 112 

years ago today in 1870. In 1967 movie sex symbol Jayne Mansfield was killed in a car wreck, and in 1973 Cass Elliott of the 
Mamas & Papas died of what were called natural causes. 

Three years ago today the big story was the end of the nationwide truckers' strike. They had been protesting the price of 
diesel fuel. 

Former baseball star Harmon Killebrew is 46. Others born on this date have included actor Slim Pickens, singer Nelson 
Eddy and Mayo Clinic cofounder William Mayo. 

"Mile -a -Minute" Murphy 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30 - The first man to ride a bicycle faster than 60mph was Charles Murphy, who had 

bragged he could keep up with any railroad locomotive. Eighty-three years ago today (1899) he hit 62mph on a specially -built 
wooden pathway between the tracks of the Long Island Railroad, riding behind a short train that acted as a wind -break. (The 
current record for a paced mile on a bicycle is 138! Paced means behind a vehicle). 

In 1859 Charles Blondin crosses Niagara Falls on a high wire. That same year 21 -year -old Jules Leotard Iwearing the 
tights later named for him) created the world's first flying trapeze act. 

Lena Home is 65. Dorothy Malone is 57 and ex -ballplayer Ron Swoboda is 38. 

Greatest Civil War Battle 
THURSDAY, JULY 1 - The farthest north the Rebels ever fought was Gettysburg, PA, where the big three-day 

battle began 119 years ago today (1863). It was General Robert E. Lee's second and last invasion of the North. Jerry Russell 
of the Civil War Roundtable Associates says, "He was repulsed at Gettysburg and withdrew back south into the Confederacy, 
and never again seriously threatened the North. Today it looks like a marble orchard there, they've got so many monuments!" 

Boise, Idaho became the first American town to open a community fallout shelter in 1961. Charles Goodyear died broke 
in 1860, having never profited from inventing the rubber vulcanization process. The Goodyear Company is named in his honor 
but he never had a piece of it. 

Karen Black and Genevieve Bujold are 40. Dancer/singer Leslie Caron is 51. 

Amelia Earhart Disappears At Sea 
FRIDAY, JULY 2 - While attempting an around -the -world flight, Amelia Earhart disappeared into the Pacific 

Ocean 45 years ago today. No wreckage or other traces were ever found. If she were still alive she'd be 85. 
President James Garfield, who had been in office only four months, was shot dead by an assassin in Washington 101 

years ago (1881). Ernest Hemingway shotgunned himself to death 21 years ago today. 
Standup comedian Dan Rowan is 60. Racer Richard Petty is 45. Cheryl Ladd and Ambrosia's Joe Puerta hit 31. 
Tomorrow the Dog Days of Summer begin. 

AFT NEWSBEAT 
AN AUDIO NEWS SERVICE OF THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS, AFL-CIO 
Gives broadcast media fast access to breaking news on the labor, political, education and health fronts. 
LOOKING AHEAD: 
June 24.27-Coverage of the Democratic National Party conference in Philadelphia. 
July 1-7-Coverage from the AFT national convention in New York. 
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE LINK...800/424.2424 

www.americanradiohistory.com


